
FUNDRAISING TIPS & TRICKS

CREATIVE WAYS TO RAISE
CORPORATE TEAM FUNDRAISING

COMMUNITY TEAM FUNDRAISING

Casual Day: Allow employees to dress down or wear jeans for a donation (typically $5)
to your team.
 

Parking Spot Raffle: Raffle off the best parking spot (for a week or month). 
 

Run Free Day: Offer a day off to anyone who registers for the team or makes a 
donation (over a set amount) to the team.
 

Department Challenge: Challenge inter-office departments to see who can raise the most 
amount of money in a week. The winning department gets free lunch.
 

Coin War: Place jars in the office for “extra change” and have departments compete to raise 
the most money.
 

50/50 Drawing: Sell tickets and the winner gets half of the money received while you get the 
other half.

Dinner for the Cause: Ask a local restaurant if they will donate a percentage of sales (for 
a specific night/day) to your team.
 

Throw a Party: Host a party or BBQ at your house. Invite friends, family and your team. Charge a 
cover to be donated to your team. Have a raffle item and sell tickets too!
 

Garage Sale: Gather your old stuff and have a garage sale — donate the proceeds to your team.
 

Poker Night: Throw a poker party at your house or community center. Give half the pot to the 
winner and the other half to your team.
 

Uber it Up: Drive an Uber for the weekend, and donate all the money you make to your team.
 

Organize a Workout Class: Ask your favorite instructor to donate their time to teach a class at your 
gym. Request donations for the class.
 

Host a Yankee Candle Fundraiser:  Yankee Candle will donate 40% of the profit your group earns 
from hosting a fundraiser. For more info: yankeecandlefundraising.com. 
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Before you ask for donations, upload a profile picture and edit why you run/walk and why Pedal 
the Cause is important to you. Make sure to add the link to your Crowdrise profile or instructions 
on how to donate when asking for donations via letter, email or social media. 

Many companies have a matching gift program that will match donations dollar-for-dollar and some 
will even triple the amount of your gift! Check with your company and ask your donors to do the same. 

Whom do I speak to at my company about this? Normally your HR representative will be able to direct 
you to the company's intranet or the paperwork and will be able to walk you through the process.
 

What will I need to submit my request? You will need the tax receipt you received from Pedal the 
Cause. If your company requires 501(c)(3) status, email info@pedalthecause.org for that document.
 

How long does this process take? Many companies review requests on a quarterly basis, and 
six–eight weeks is a normal payout schedule ONCE approved. Ask your HR rep for the payout 
schedule. Submit your request early to ensure it is processed before the fundraising deadline!

RAISE $1,000 IN 10 DAYS

MATCHING GIFTS

DAY 1 $100

$200

$250

$400

$525

$575

$775

$875

$975

$1000

DAY 2

DAY 3

DAY 4

DAY 5

DAY 6

DAY 7

DAY 8

DAY 9

DAY 10

Donate $100 to yourself

Ask your significant other for $100

Ask a sibling for $50

Ask 6 friends for $25

Ask 5 facebook friends for $25

Ask 2 neighbors for $25

Ask 4 relatives for $50

Ask your boss for $100

Ask 4 coworkers for $25

Ask a former teacher or mentor for $25
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Goldman Sachs
Grainger
Home Depot
IBM
Illinois Tool Works
Jewish Federation
Johnson & Johnson
Kimberley Clark
KPMG
Leo Burnett  Foundation
Macy’s 
Mallinckrodt
MasterCard
Merck 
Microsoft
Monsanto
Morgan Stanley

Northwestern Mutual
New Balance
Novus
NVidia
Pfizer
Phillips 66
Piper Jaffrey
PNC Financial
Quest Diagnostics
Sale Force Foundation
Schneider Electric
Takeda
Thomson Reuters
Tower Watson
UBS
U.S. Bancorp
Verizon
Wells Fargo 

Dear Name,
I’m happy to share with you that I have joined Team Pedal the Cause in the fight against cancer. I will 
be participating in GO! St. Louis and running/walking in a enter distance on April 8 & 9, 2017!  I 
am running/walking in honor of insert names of those you are honoring and any other personal 
details about their stories and for the millions of other families who have been affected by cancer.

Please help me in this journey by donating to my run/walk. It takes world-class research to create a 
world without cancer, and Pedal the Cause is the only organization that gives 100% of participant 
donations to Siteman Cancer Center and St. Louis Children's Hospital to fund innovative, cancer 
research. Together, we will end cancer — all cancers, for everyone.

Please donate here now: Include a link to your profile.

Thank you for your support!
Sincerely, Name

Here are some companies that will match your donation.  Please note this is not a complete list, 
and it is best to check with your HR representative to see if your company matches donations.

One of the most effective ways to raise funds is to send a solicitation email or letter. If you are genuine 
and explain why you are participating in Team Pedal the Cause, your friends and family members will 
be happy to support your efforts. Here is a SAMPLE LETTER to get you started!

MATCHING GIFTS (cont.)
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AIG
AAA
Abbott
Alagasco
AMGEN
American Express
AON
Apple
Automatic Data Processing
Bank of America
Battelle
BMO Harris Bank
Boeing
CA Technologies
Cardinal Investment Advisors
Certara
Chevron

Cigna
Cooper Industries
Covidien
Dell
Duke Energy
Elsevier 
Energizer
Equifax
Erie Insurance
Exelon
First Weber Group
First Tennessee
FM Global
Freddie Mac
Gannett
GE
GlaxoSmithKline

WRITE A LETTER



One way to reach a broad audience is to post a link to you profile on Facebook and ask all your 
friends to make a small donation. You can do this several times throughout fundraising season.

GET SOCIAL

MATCHING GIFTS
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SOCIAL MEDIA TIPS:

SAMPLE POSTS: SAMPLE TWEETS:

• Make it personal. Create a short video telling your story and why creating a world 
without cancer is important to you and post it to your social media feeds. Include 
photos of loved ones and tell your community why their support is crucial.

I’m registered to run 13.1 miles in the 
@GOfitnessSTL on 4/9! Support me and 
Team @pedalthecause for #aworldwith-
outcancer <insert profile link>

I’m registered to run 13.1 miles in the 
@GOfitnessSTL on 4/9! I will be running 
for all those whom cancer has taken from 
us too soon. Help me and Team 
@pedalthecause create 
#aworldwithoutcancer, every dollar 
counts! <insert profile link>

On 4/8 I will be walking in my first 5K with 
Team @pedathecause at @GOfitnessSTL! 
PTC has donated over $15.8 million to 
fund cancer research here in St. Louis. 
Help us cure all cancers for everyone: 
<insert profile link>

Training starts today for my 
@GOfitnessSTL 7K run on 4/9 with Team 
@pedalthecause! Cancer you will not win 
today! <insert profile link>

Just received my 1st donation for my 
Team @pedalthecause 5K - thank you! 
Excited to walk for #aworldwithoutcancer 
on 4/8 <insert profile link>

• Tag us. Make sure to tag @pedalthecause on Facebook, Twiiter and Instagram so 
we know you have posted about us, and can share and comment.

• Update your cover and profile pictures.  Use these Pedal the Cause templates 
LINKED HERE to show your social circles that you are serious about creating a world 
without cancer.

• Keep us updated. As you train for your run or walk, keep your community up to date 
on your progress. Use big training milestones to ask your circles for donations!



In addition to asking your friends, family and contacts to donate, try something unconventional! 
The more creative you get, the more potential you have to meet and exceed your fundraising 
commitment! Try one of these creative fundraising methods:

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX
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• MILESTONES: Tell friends and family in lieu of gifts for your birthday, graduation, 
anniversary or other special event, you would like donations to your run/walk.

• LOCAL BUSINESSES: Ask the local businesses that you frequent to make a 
donation to your team. Potential donors include your realtor, dentist, insurance agent, 
accountant, beautician, attorney, place of worship, club, physician, coffee shop, etc.

• OPENING DAY PARTY: Who isn’t excited for Opening Day Baseball?  Host a party, 
serve donated food and beverages, and charge admission for friends and family to 
come and enjoy the games.  Bonus: Hold a corn hole or washers tournament and 
charge an entry fee for additional donations.

• NEIGHBORHOOD CAR WASH: It’s time to wash all that winter grime off our 
cars...why not hold a car wash?  $10 per car will add up fast.

• BAKE SALE: Enlist your friends and neighbors to hold a bake sale, and ask that all 
proceeds be donated to your run/walk.

• SHOVEL SNOW/MOW LAWNS: Whether it is cold outside or spring has arrived, 
there is opportunity to ask for donations in exchange for helping friends or neighbors 
with shoveling snow or yard work.

  


